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69 LEADING RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES IN THE U.S.
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Founded in 1900, the Association of American Universities is composed of America’s leading research universities. AAU's 71 research
universities' (69 in the United States and 2 in Canada) transform lives through education, research, and innovation. Our member univer-
sities earn the majority of competitively awarded federal funding for research that improves public health, addresses national challenges,
and contributes significantly to our economic strength, while educating and training tomorrow’s visionary leaders and innovators.

1 All figures in this document represent the U.S. institutions.

ECONOMIC IMPACT EDUCATION 2024 Data

AAU universities make up only 3% of all 4-year universities in the U.S., yet award:
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$127.5 Billion

Total salaries
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33 U.S. AAU universities were
in the top 50 worldwide for
producing venture-capital
backed entrepreneurs in 2024

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF RESEARCH AT AAU MEMBER UNIVERSITIES
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DUCATION

DEGREES AWARDED BY AAU UNIVERSITIES IN THE U.S. IN 2024
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In 2024, AAU institutions awarded 50% of all research doctoral degrees and 22% of all undergraduate degrees in Science and Engineering
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of Undergraduates’

1.51 million

Undergraduates
1 At all 4-year U.S. institutions.
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Graduate Students

GRADUATES OF AAU UNIVERSITIES
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UNDERGRADUATE FINANCIAL AID FUNDING SOURCES AT AAU UNIVERSITIES
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FEDERALLY FUNDED ACADEMIC R&D EXPENDITURES AT AAU UNIVERSITIES IN 2023’

Department
of Agriculture

Department
of Defense

Department Department National
of Energy of Health Aeronautics
and Human and Space
Services Administration

(including NIH)

National
Science
Foundation

Other Federal
Departments
and Agencies

Total federal
R&D at AAU
universities

$653.5 Million $5.85Billion $1.79 Billion $22.16 Billion $1.64 Billion $4.09 Billion $2.04 Billion $38.23 Billion

1 Dollar amount of R&D expenditures by AAU Universities and share of total amount awarded to universities by each agency, NCSES Higher Education Research and Development (HERD) Survey.

HONORS & AWARDS
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39%

Researchers at AAU universities
account for 39% of Nobel
laureates in physics, chemistry,
physiology or medicine, and
economic sciences
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NATIONAL MEDAL
OF SCIENCE

74%

Researchers at AAU
universities account for
74% of National Medal
of Science recipients
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$15.1B
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contributions
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