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  DEGREES AWARDED BY AAU UNIVERSITIES IN THE U.S. AS OF 2021

617,590  
Total Degrees

30,453  
Research Doctorates

29,328   
Professional Practice  

Doctorates

184,427  
Master’s Degrees

333,860  
Bachelor’s Degrees

In 2021, AAU institutions awarded 51% of all research doctoral degrees and 22% of all undergraduate degrees in STEM and Social Sciences

BACHELOR’S DEGREES in STEM out of National Total (2021)RESEARCH DOCTORAL DEGREES in STEM out of National Total (2021)
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STUDENTS AT AAU UNIVERSITIES IN 2021

GRADUATES OF AAU UNIVERSITIES

14% of all  
Undergraduates1 

1.5 million 
Undergraduates 

24% of all  
Graduate Students1

772,433  
Graduate Students

71% of all 
Postdocs2

44,979 
Total Postdocs

38% of all 
International Students3

339,672 
International Students

31% of all  
Study Abroad Students

48,348 
Study Abroad

24%

1 For all 4-year U.S. institutions. 2 Number of Postdocs in 2021. 3 Number of International Students in 2021.
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