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Founded in 1900, the Association of American Universities is composed of America’s leading research universities. AAU’s 71
research universities transform lives through education, research, and innovation. Our member universities earn the majority of
competitively awarded federal funding for research that improves public health, addresses national challenges, and contributes
significantly to our economic strength, while educating and training tomorrow’s visionary leaders and innovators.
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ECONOMIC IMPACT OVER TIME OF AAU MEMBER UNIVERSITIES (2012-22)
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In 2021, AAU institutions awarded 51% of all research doctoral degrees and 22% of all undergraduate degrees in STEM and Social Sciences
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1 For all 4-year U.S. institutions. 2 Number of Postdocs in 2021. 3 Number of International Students in 2021.

GRADUATES OF AAU UNIVERSITIES
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UNDERGRAD FINANCIAL AID FUNDING SOURCES AT AAU UNIVERSITIES (2014-2021)
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In 2020, less than 43% of graduating seniors from AAU
universities had debt, while 55% of graduating seniors Universities
from all public and private non-profit universities had debt.
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FEDERALLY FUNDED ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN 2021

Department Department Department Department National National Other Federal Total federal
of Agriculture of Defense of Energy of Health Aeronautics Science Departments R&D at AAU
and Human and Space Foundation and Agencies universities

Services Administration

(including NIH)

$519.1 Million $4.92Billion $1.45Billion $18.2Billion $1.24 Billion $3.35Billion $1.83 Billion $31.5 Billion

1 Dollar amount of R&D expenditures by AAU Universities & share of total amount awarded by agency
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