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BORN IN THE LAB
DOPPLER 
WEATHER 
RADAR 
DEVELOPED 
AT MIT 

MAGNETIC 
RESONANCE 

IMAGING (MRI) 
DEVELOPED AT 

SUNY 

TIME RELEASE 
CAPSULE 
DEVELOPED AT 
UNIVERSITY  
OF KANSAS 

TOUCHSCREEN  
DEVELOPED AT  

UNIVERSITY  
OF DELAWARE 

AND UNIVERSITY  
OF KENTUCKY 
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IN 2018 ALONE, U.S. UNIVERSITIES RECEIVED MORE THAN 

7,625  
patents

 
AND UNIVERSITY-BASED RESEARCH  

LED TO THE FORMATION OF 

1, 080  
start-up  

companies
AND

 820  

commercial  
products 

INCLUDING LIFESAVING  
MEDICINES AND MAJOR  

TECHNOLOGICAL  
ADVANCES. 

1

2

3

4

5

Universities compete 
for federal FUNDING 
to conduct critical 
research

University faculty 
and students make 
GROUNDBREAKING 
DISCOVERIES in the lab

University technology transfer 
offices PATENT and COPYRIGHT 
these discoveries

University technology transfer offices then 
help transfer the rights to use these ideas  
to BUSINESSES and ENTREPRENEURS  
and STARTUPS

Businesses, entrepreneurs and startups develop 
the ideas into PRODUCTS that create jobs and 
help improve quality of life for all Americans


