
 

 

March 27, 2020 

  

The Honorable Mick Mulvaney 

Director 

The Office of Management and Budget 

725 17th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20503 

  

Dear Director Mulvaney: 

We write to request that the relief proposed in Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 

Memorandum M-20-17 be made mandatory immediately with respect to the American university 

research community. 

Last week, OMB issued Memorandum M-20-17 “Administrative Relief for Recipients and 

Applicants of Federal Financial Assistance Directly Impacted by the Novel Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) Due to Loss of Operations” which permits short-term relief for administrative, 

financial management, and audit requirements for federal agency grant recipients impacted by 

the coronavirus pandemic.  This was a positive step forward for impacted colleges, universities, 

and non-profit research institutions, but it falls short of certain help for our nation’s universities 

and research enterprises. 

Requiring federal agencies to provide temporary relief to the American research community with 

respect to proposal deadlines, no-cost extensions, allowability of salaries, non-competing 

continuation requests, extensions of closeout deadlines, and prior approval requirements would 

significantly help institutions maintain regular operations.  Additionally, if agencies were 

instructed to implement such relief on institution-wide bases instead of grant-by-grant, 

administrative burdens during this time of difficult transitions would be greatly reduced. 

Thank you for your consideration of these requests.  We look forward to continuing to work with 

you to support all of America through this difficult time, including our world-class research 

community. 

Sincerely, 

 

MARK POCAN 

Member of Congress 



 

 

 

BRIAN FITZPATRICK   JAMIE RASKIN        JOHN LEWIS    

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress  

 

 

 

DAVID TRONE    JOE NEGUSE        JUAN VARGAS   

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

ANTHONY BROWN   JOSEPH D. MORELLE                     ALAN LOWENTHAL   

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

BARBARA LEE    DORIS MATSUI       DANNY K. DAVIS  

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

ANTHONY BRINDISI   JIM COSTA        LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER  

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

VICENTE GONZALEZ   JIM COOPER        ADAM SMITH    

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

KATHERINE CLARK   SUZAN DELBENE      DEBBIE DINGELL   

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

WM. LACY CLAY   BILL FOSTER        RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI  

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

PRAMILA JAYAPAL   SUSAN W. BROOKS      RASHIDA TLAIB   

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 



 

 

G.K. BUTTERFIELD   ADRIANO ESPAILLAT                     DEB HAALAND   

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

JOSEPH P. KENNEDY   LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ                     DANIEL W. LIPINSKI   

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

SUSAN A. DAVIS   ROSA DELAURO                     DEREK KILMER   

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

PAUL TONKO    HALEY M. STEVENS                    DAVID E. PRICE    

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

DINA TITUS     DAVE LOEBSACK                     SETH MOULTON   

Member of Congress            Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

ANDY LEVIN    PETE OLSON       KIM SCHRIER, M.D. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress     Member of Congress  

 

 

DIANA DEGETTE   ELISSA SLOTKIN      JERROLD NADLER 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress     Member of Congress  

 

 

 

JASON CROW    MIKE LEVIN       SCOTT H. PETERS 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

ED PERLMUTTER   JULIA BROWNLEY      ALMA ADAMS 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

ABBY FINKENAUER   JIM LANGEVIN        

Member of Congress   Member of Congress      


