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National Science
Foundation

The National Science Foundation (NSF) is the
cornerstone of America’s basic research
enterprise. NSF is focused on fundamental, in-
terdisciplinary, and ground-breaking research
and education needed to ensure that the U.S.
remains at the forefront of science and innova-
tion in the decades ahead. A leader among fed-
eral agencies in strengthening its support of
science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) education, NSF competitively awards
grants to support research, education, scientific
equipment, and infrastructure.

AAU urges Congress to
provide at least $9 billion
for the National Science
Foundation in FY21

AAU strongly supports NSF’'s mission to
develop a skilled technical workforce and a
STEM-literate citizenry that can compete in

. . . the global marketplace. To remain globally
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Note: Directorate-evel spending figures for FY 201 are ot yet avalabe. Source: Histoical NSF budget data, © 2010 AAAS U.S. is to have the tools and facilities neces-
Source: AAAS, 2020 sary to conduct cutting-edge science and stay
the global innovation leader.
AAU strongly supports strong federal invest-

ment in merit-reviewed research across all i
fields of study, including: the Biological AAUurges Congress to surge invest-

Sciences; Computer & Information Sciences; ments in NSF research and education-
Engineering; Geosciences; Mathematical and al programs to accelerate the U.S. In-
Physical Sciences; and Social and Behavioral Sci- novation system as well as educate
enees. more students in fields critical to na-
tional and economic security.
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